
Liberation of Oppressed People
Bigotry and discrimination help the ruling class divide,
exploit, and abuse workers here and in the Third
World. The Tea Party works to eliminate prejudice and
discrimination in all its forms, We recognize the right
of self-defense in the face of attacks; we also support
non-violent direct action in combating
oppression.

People of color, lesbians and gays, and other
oppressed groups need independent organization to
fight oppression. Racism will not be eliminated merely
by eliminating capitalism. We fully support strong and
expanded affirmative action programs to help combat
the entrenched inertia of a racist and sexist system
which profits from discrimination and social division.

International Solidarity and Peace
People around the world have more in common with
each other than with their rulers. We conderrm war,
preparation for war, and the militaristic culture because
they play havoc with people's lives and divert resources
from constructive social projects. .

Militarism also concentrates even greater power in
the hands of the few, the powerful and the violent. We
align with no nation, but only with working people
throughout the world.

Internal Democracy
Social Responsibility and democracy are one and
indivisible. The Tea Party is democratic, with its
structure and practices visible and accessible to all
members. We reject dcgma and promote internal
debate. The Tea Party is a "multi-tendency"
organization.

We orient ourselves around our principles and
develop a common program, but our members have
various underlying philosophies and views of the world.

Solidarity within the party comes from the ability of
those with divergent views on some issues to engage in
a collective struggle towards social revolution. We
strive to develop feminist practice within the party.

Cultural Freedom
Art is an integral part of daily life. It should not be
treated as just a commodity. Partiers work to create
opportunities for participation in art and cultural
activities. We work for the restoration and preservation
of the history and culture of working people, women, and
oppressed minorities

The Personal as Political
Living under domination and struggling against it exact
a personal toll. Partiers regard the distortion of
personal life and interpersonal relations under
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capitalism as a political matter.
Social Responsibility must ultimately improve life;

this enrichment of culture through diversity cannot
be accomplished by demanding that personal lives
be sacrificed for the movement. We cherish the right
of personal privacy and the enrichment of
culture through diversity.

Electoral Action
Socialists participate in the electoral process to present
socialist alternatives. The Socialist party does not divorce
electoral politics from other strategies for basic change.

While a minority, we fight for progressive changes
compatible with a socialist future. When a majority we
will rapidly introduce those change;" which
constitute Social Responsibility, with priority to the
elimination of the power of big business through public
ownership and workers' control.

By participating in local government, socialists can
support movements of' working people and make
improvements that illustrate the potential of public
ownership. We support electoral action independent of
the capitalist-controlled two-party system.

Democratic Revolution from Below
No oppressed group has ever been liberated except by its
own organized efforts to overthrow its oppressors. A
society based on radical democracy, with PO\.Yerexercised
through people's organizations, requires a socialist
transformation from below. People's organizations cannot
be created by legislation, nor can they spring into being
only on the eve of a revolution.

They can grow only in the course of popular
struggles, especially those of women, labor, and minority
groups. The Socialist Party works to build
these organizations democratically.

The process of struggle profoundly shapes the ends
achieved. Our tactics in the struggle for radical
democratic change reflect our ultimate goal of a society
founded on principles of egalitarian, non exploitative and
non-violent relatioris among all people and between all
peoples.

To be free we must create new patterns for our lives
and live in new ways in the midst of a society that does
not understand and is often hostile to new, better modes
of life. ,
Our aim is the creation of a new social order, a society in
which the commanding value is the infinite preciousness
of every woman, man, and child.

If you agree with these principles, then we would
encourage you to join the
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